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Mordecai: The Life and Times of Charles Foran is a fascinating and
inspiring biography of one of Canada's most celebrated authors. Foran's
work has been translated into over 20 languages and has won numerous
awards, including the Governor General's Award for Fiction and the
Scotiabank Giller Prize. In Mordecai, Charles Foran traces his own journey
from his early days as a struggling writer to his international acclaim. Along
the way, he shares his insights into the creative process and the challenges
of being a writer in the 21st century.

A Writer's Journey

Charles Foran was born in Toronto, Ontario, in 1952. He grew up in a
working-class family and attended public schools. From an early age, he
was drawn to writing. He wrote his first short story at the age of 10 and
continued to write throughout his teenage years. After graduating from high
school, Foran attended the University of Toronto, where he studied English
and philosophy. After graduating from university, Foran worked as a
teacher and a journalist before turning to writing full-time.
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Foran's early writing was met with little success. He published his first
novel, The Guest House, in 1983, but it received little attention. He
continued to write, however, and eventually his work began to gain
recognition. In 1988, he published his second novel, A Better Place, which
was shortlisted for the Governor General's Award for Fiction. In 1994, he
published his third novel, The Lobby, which won the Governor General's
Award for Fiction.

Foran's work has continued to be praised by critics and readers alike. In
2003, he published his fourth novel, The Devil, which was shortlisted for the
Man Booker Prize. In 2008, he published his fifth novel, Mordecai, which
won the Scotiabank Giller Prize. Foran's work has been translated into over
20 languages and has been published in over 30 countries.

Insights into the Creative Process

In Mordecai, Charles Foran shares his insights into the creative process.
He discusses the challenges of writing, the importance of revision, and the
role of inspiration. He also offers advice to aspiring writers.

Foran believes that writing is a difficult but rewarding process. He says,
"Writing is hard work. It's not something that you can just sit down and do.
You have to work at it. You have to revise and rewrite. You have to be
willing to put in the time and effort."

Foran also believes that revision is an essential part of the writing process.
He says, "Revision is the key to good writing. You have to be willing to go
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back and rewrite your work until it's the best that it can be."

Finally, Foran believes that inspiration is important, but it's not something
that you can wait for. He says, "Inspiration is something that you have to go
out and find. It's something that you have to work for."

The Challenges of Being a Writer in the 21st Century

In Mordecai, Charles Foran also discusses the challenges of being a writer
in the 21st century. He talks about the impact of technology on the
publishing industry, the rise of self-publishing, and the challenges of making
a living as a writer.

Foran believes that technology has had a positive and negative impact on
the publishing industry. He says, "Technology has made it easier for writers
to get their work out there. But it's also made it more difficult for writers to
make a living."

Foran also discusses the rise of self-publishing. He says, "Self-publishing is
a great option for writers who want to control their own work. But it's
important to remember that self-publishing is not a shortcut to success."

Finally, Foran talks about the challenges of making a living as a writer. He
says, "It's difficult to make a living as a writer. But it's not impossible. It
takes hard work, dedication, and a little bit of luck."

Mordecai: The Life and Times of Charles Foran is a fascinating and
inspiring biography of one of Canada's most celebrated authors. Foran's
work has been translated into over 20 languages and has won numerous
awards, including the Governor General's Award for Fiction and the



Scotiabank Giller Prize. In Mordecai, Charles Foran traces his own journey
from his early days as a struggling writer to his international acclaim. Along
the way, he shares his insights into the creative process and the challenges
of being a writer in the 21st century.
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