
Speed Trap Charlie Francis: The Notorious
Texas Lawman Who Terrorized Motorists
In the annals of Texas law enforcement history, the name Charlie Francis
looms large as a figure of both fascination and controversy. Francis, known
as "Speed Trap Charlie," was a relentless and ruthless lawman who
terrorized motorists with his infamous speed traps, earning him a reputation
as one of the most notorious criminals in Texas history. This article delves
into the captivating true story of Speed Trap Charlie Francis, exploring his
techniques, motivations, and the lasting impact of his reign.
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Early Life and Career

Charles Henry Francis was born in 1880 in Milam County, Texas. Little is
known about his early life, but he is believed to have had a troubled
upbringing. Francis joined the Texas Rangers in 1902 and quickly gained a
reputation for his toughness and determination. However, he was also
known for his questionable tactics and a tendency to abuse his authority.
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The Speed Trap King

In 1915, Francis was appointed constable of Precinct 5 in Williamson
County, Texas. It was here that he established the speed traps that would
make him infamous. Francis would position himself along a stretch of road
and use a stopwatch to clock the speed of passing motorists. If a driver
was caught exceeding the speed limit, no matter how slightly, Francis
would arrest them and impose hefty fines.

Francis's traps were notorious for their severity. He would often set up his
traps in areas with hidden curves or obscured speed limit signs, making it
difficult for motorists to avoid being caught. Francis also had a reputation
for being ruthless in his enforcement of the law, often intimidating drivers
and refusing to show mercy.

Techniques and Motivations

Francis's methods were highly controversial, and he was accused of
harassing innocent motorists and extorting money from them. However,
Francis claimed that his traps were necessary to ensure safety on the
roads. He argued that speeding was a dangerous practice that needed to
be curbed, and he believed that his tactics were effective in ng so.

Some historians have suggested that Francis's motivations were more
complex than simply enforcing the law. They believe that Francis may have
been driven by a desire for power and control, and that he enjoyed the fear
and intimidation that his traps created. Others have speculated that Francis
may have been seeking revenge on motorists who had wronged him in the
past.

Impact and Legacy



Francis's speed traps had a profound impact on motorists in Williamson
County and beyond. Drivers became terrified of being caught by Francis,
and many altered their routes to avoid his traps. The local economy also
suffered as tourists and businesses began to avoid the area.

Francis's reign of terror came to an end in 1931, when he was suspended
from office and charged with extortion. He was convicted and sentenced to
two years in prison. However, he was released after serving only six
months due to ill health.

Francis's legacy remains controversial to this day. Some view him as a
corrupt and heartless lawman who abused his power. Others believe that
he was a misunderstood figure who was simply trying to make the roads
safer. Regardless of one's opinion, there is no doubt that Speed Trap
Charlie Francis was a fascinating and enigmatic character who left an
indelible mark on Texas history.

The story of Speed Trap Charlie Francis is a cautionary tale about the
dangers of unchecked power and the importance of due process. Francis's
ruthless tactics and questionable motivations led him to become one of the
most notorious criminals in Texas history. His legacy serves as a reminder
that even those who are sworn to uphold the law can be corrupted by their
own desires and prejudices.
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