
Study Guide for Wallace Stevens' "Sunday
Morning"
Wallace Stevens' "Sunday Morning" is a complex and enigmatic poem that
explores themes of faith, doubt, and the human condition. First published in
1923, it is one of Stevens' most well-known and studied works. This study
guide provides a comprehensive analysis of the poem, including
summaries of each stanza, explications of key symbols and images, and
discussion questions to foster critical thinking and appreciation.
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Summary

The poem opens with the speaker, a woman, lying in bed on a Sunday
morning. She contemplates the changing seasons and the natural world
outside her window. As she watches the sun rise, she reflects on her own
mortality and the futility of human existence.
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The speaker questions traditional religious beliefs and the idea of an
afterlife. She argues that the beauty and pleasure of the natural world are
all that we can truly know. She concludes the poem with a vision of a new
world, one that is free from the constraints of religion and dogma.

Analysis

Stanza 1

The opening stanza of "Sunday Morning" sets the scene for the poem and
introduces the speaker's contemplative mood. The speaker, a woman lying
in bed on a Sunday morning, observes the natural world outside her
window. She notes the changing seasons and the cyclical nature of life.

The use of the word "complacencies" suggests that the speaker is content
with her surroundings and the simple pleasures of life. However, the word
"discontent" hints at a deeper unease that lies beneath the surface.

Stanza 2

In the second stanza, the speaker begins to question her faith. She
wonders if she can still believe in God and the promise of an afterlife. She
argues that the natural world is all that we can truly know and that religion
is a human invention.

The speaker's use of the word "seraphim" is significant. Seraphim are
angels who are closest to God. By suggesting that she can no longer
"believe in angels," the speaker is rejecting the traditional Christian view of
heaven and hell.

Stanza 3



In the third stanza, the speaker continues to explore her doubts about
religion. She argues that the idea of an afterlife is a comforting illusion that
humans have created to make sense of their own mortality.

The speaker's use of the words "comfortable lie" and "necessary deceit"
suggests that she believes that religion is a useful fiction, but not
necessarily a true one.

Stanza 4

In the fourth stanza, the speaker turns her attention to the beauty of the
natural world. She describes the sun rising and the birds singing, and she
marvels at the wonder of it all.

The speaker's use of the word "splendor" suggests that she finds the
natural world to be sacred and awe-inspiring. She contrasts this with the
"cold" and "measured" world of religion.

Stanza 5

In the fifth stanza, the speaker concludes the poem with a vision of a new
world, one that is free from the constraints of religion and dogma. She
imagines a world where people can live in harmony with nature and with
one another.

The speaker's use of the word "laugh" is significant. Laughter is a sign of
joy and freedom. It suggests that the speaker is hopeful for the future and
that she believes that a better world is possible.

Discussion Questions



1. What are the main themes of Wallace Stevens' "Sunday Morning"? 2.
How does the poem explore the conflict between faith and doubt? 3. What
is the significance of the natural world in the poem? 4. How does the
poem's structure and language contribute to its meaning? 5. What is your
own interpretation of the poem?

Wallace Stevens' "Sunday Morning" is a complex and rewarding poem that
can be interpreted on many different levels. This study guide has provided
a comprehensive analysis of the poem, but there is still much more to be
discovered. I encourage you to read and reread the poem for yourself and
to come to your own understanding of its meaning.
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Embark on an Epic Journey: "Spirit of
Colombia: Arctic to Antarctic"
Prepare to embark on an extraordinary literary voyage with "Spirit of
Colombia: Arctic to Antarctic." This captivating book chronicles the awe-
inspiring expedition...

Winston Churchill Images Of War: A Visual
Journey Through the Life of a Legendary
Leader
Winston Churchill, one of the most iconic and influential figures in history,
left an indelible mark on the world. As Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom during World War II,...
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