
Tom Watson and Jack Nicklaus in the Battle of
the Turn: A Riveting Golf Epic
In the annals of golf history, few tournaments have captured the
imagination of fans like the 1977 British Open at Turnberry. It was here that
two of the game's greatest legends, Tom Watson and Jack Nicklaus,
engaged in a thrilling duel that would forever be etched in the minds of golf
enthusiasts.

Watson, a rising star from Kansas City, had already won the Open
Championship twice, in 1975 and 1977. Nicklaus, on the other hand, was a
golfing icon with 13 major championship victories to his name. He was
seeking his third Open Championship title, which would have tied him with
Harry Vardon for the most wins in the tournament's history.
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The stage was set for an epic battle, and the two golfers did not disappoint.
Watson opened with a blistering 65, while Nicklaus carded a solid 67. As
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the tournament progressed, the two players traded birdies and pars,
staying neck and neck.

Heading into the final round, Watson held a one-stroke lead over Nicklaus.
The tension was palpable as the two golfers made their way to the first tee.
Watson bogeyed the first hole, giving Nicklaus the early advantage.
However, Watson quickly recovered and birdied the next two holes to
regain the lead.

The battle continued to rage on the back nine. Watson made a crucial
birdie on the 14th hole to extend his lead to two strokes. Nicklaus, never
one to give up, birdied the 15th and 16th holes to tie Watson once again.

With only two holes remaining, the tension reached its peak. Watson hit a
superb drive on the 17th hole, leaving himself with a short iron to the green.
Nicklaus, however, hit a wild drive that landed in the rough. Watson seized
the opportunity and hit a perfect approach shot to within 10 feet of the hole.
Nicklaus managed to salvage a bogey, but Watson's birdie gave him a
three-stroke lead heading into the final hole.

On the 18th hole, Watson hit a magnificent drive down the middle of the
fairway. Nicklaus, needing to make birdie to force a playoff, hit a poor drive
that landed in the left rough. Watson then hit a superb second shot to the
heart of the green, leaving himself with a two-putt for victory.

Nicklaus, facing a must-make birdie, hit a miraculous shot from the rough
that landed just a few feet from the hole. However, Watson calmly two-
putted for par, securing his third Open Championship title and cementing
his place in golf history.



The Battle of the Turn was one of the most thrilling and memorable golf
tournaments ever played. It showcased the incredible talent and
sportsmanship of two of the game's greatest legends. Watson's victory was
a testament to his skill and determination, while Nicklaus's graciousness in
defeat showed why he is one of the most respected figures in sports.

Duel in the Sun: Tom Watson and Jack Nicklaus in the
Battle of Turn by Chad Eastham

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1363 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 236 pages

Embark on an Epic Journey: "Spirit of
Colombia: Arctic to Antarctic"
Prepare to embark on an extraordinary literary voyage with "Spirit of
Colombia: Arctic to Antarctic." This captivating book chronicles the awe-
inspiring expedition...
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Winston Churchill Images Of War: A Visual
Journey Through the Life of a Legendary
Leader
Winston Churchill, one of the most iconic and influential figures in history,
left an indelible mark on the world. As Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom during World War II,...
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