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The attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, marked a pivotal
moment in world history. It plunged the United States into World War Il and
set in motion a chain of events that would reshape the global landscape.
While Pearl Harbor has been extensively studied, the role of Germany in
the lead-up to the attack has often been overlooked.

In his groundbreaking new book, "Pearl Harbor and Germany's March to
Global War," historian David Glantz meticulously examines the intertwined
threads that connected the Axis powers and their march toward global
domination. Drawing on a wealth of archival documents and firsthand
accounts, Glantz uncovers the secret diplomatic maneuvers, military
strategies, and ideological clashes that brought the world to the brink of
catastrophe.
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The Diplomatic Prelude

Following their victory over France in 1940, Nazi Germany embarked on a
diplomatic campaign to isolate Great Britain and neutralize the United
States. Through the Tripartite Pact, Germany forged an alliance with Italy
and Japan, two nations with their own expansionist ambitions. Germany
also sought to build diplomatic ties with the Soviet Union, culminating in the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of August 1939. This pact effectively divided
Eastern Europe between the two powers and freed up Germany to focus
on its westward expansion.

The United States, meanwhile, was torn between its desire to remain
neutral and its growing concern over Nazi aggression. President Franklin
D. Roosevelt condemned German actions but initially avoided direct
confrontation. However, as the war in Europe escalated, the United States
began to provide increasing support to the Allied powers, particularly Great
Britain.

The Military Build-Up

As diplomatic tensions mounted, both Germany and Japan embarked on
ambitious military build-ups. Germany rapidly expanded its army, Luftwaffe,
and Kriegsmarine, preparing for a blitzkrieg strategy that would overwhelm
its enemies with lightning-fast attacks. Japan, for its part, focused on naval
expansion, building a formidable fleet of battleships, cruisers, and
destroyers.

In the Pacific, Japan secretly planned an attack on Pearl Harbor, hoping to
cripple the US Pacific Fleet and secure its supremacy in the region. The



US, however, was unaware of the impending attack, despite warnings from
its intelligence agencies.

The Outbreak of War

On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland, triggering the outbreak
of World War Il. Great Britain and France responded by declaring war on
Germany two days later. The Soviet Union, initially neutral, invaded Poland
from the east in September 1939 and annexed the Baltic states in June
1940.

Meanwhile, in the Pacific, Japan moved to secure its control over
Southeast Asia. In December 1941, Japan launched a surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor, destroying a significant portion of the US Pacific Fleet. The
attack plunged the United States into the war and effectively brought the
conflict to a global scale.

David Glantz's "Pearl Harbor and Germany's March to Global War"
provides a comprehensive and nuanced account of the interconnected
events that led to the outbreak of World War Il. By examining the diplomatic
maneuvering, military strategies, and ideological clashes between
Germany and its allies, Glantz sheds new light on the complexities of this
pivotal moment in world history.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of World War
I, the rise of fascism, and the intricate web of relationships that shaped
global politics during the 20th century. With its meticulous research and
insightful analysis, "Pearl Harbor and Germany's March to Global War" is a
valuable contribution to our understanding of this transformative era.
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Colombia: Arctic to Antarctic." This captivating book chronicles the awe-
inspiring expedition...
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Winston Churchill, one of the most iconic and influential figures in history,
left an indelible mark on the world. As Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom during World War 11,...
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