
Unveiling the Treasures of the Pierpont
Morgan Library: A Facsimile and Transcript of
the First Edition of "The Canterbury Tales"
The Pierpont Morgan Library is renowned for its exceptional collection of
rare books, manuscripts, and works of art. Among its most prized
possessions is the Ellesmere Manuscript, the first edition of Geoffrey
Chaucer's masterpiece, "The Canterbury Tales." Now, for the first time, a
facsimile of this magnificent manuscript is available to the public,
accompanied by a complete transcript of its text.
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A Literary Landmark

Written in the late 14th century, "The Canterbury Tales" is a collection of 24
stories told by a group of pilgrims traveling to Canterbury Cathedral. The
tales are a rich tapestry of medieval life, encompassing themes of love,
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adventure, religion, and morality. The Ellesmere Manuscript is the most
complete and accurate surviving copy of the original text, making it an
invaluable resource for scholars and lovers of literature alike.

An Artistic Masterpiece

In addition to its literary significance, the Ellesmere Manuscript is also a
work of art in its own right. It is illuminated with over 100 stunning
miniatures, many of which are attributed to the renowned artist William
Blake. These miniatures depict scenes from the tales, bringing the
characters and their stories to life in exquisite detail.

A Time Capsule of the Past

The facsimile and transcript of the Ellesmere Manuscript offer a unique
opportunity to delve into the world of Chaucer's time. The manuscript's
pages are filled with annotations and marginalia, providing insights into the
thoughts and reactions of its original readers. It is a living document that
transports us back to the Middle Ages, allowing us to experience this
literary masterpiece as it was first encountered.

A Collector's Delight

For collectors and bibliophiles, the facsimile of the Ellesmere Manuscript is
a must-have addition to any library. It is a beautiful and faithful reproduction
of one of the most important literary works in the English language. The
accompanying transcript makes the text accessible to all, allowing readers
to fully appreciate Chaucer's genius.

Free Downloading Information



The facsimile of the Ellesmere Manuscript and its accompanying transcript
are available for Free Download from the Pierpont Morgan Library. To Free
Download your copy, please visit the library's website or contact their
customer service department.
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Embark on an Epic Journey: "Spirit of
Colombia: Arctic to Antarctic"
Prepare to embark on an extraordinary literary voyage with "Spirit of
Colombia: Arctic to Antarctic." This captivating book chronicles the awe-
inspiring expedition...

Winston Churchill Images Of War: A Visual
Journey Through the Life of a Legendary
Leader
Winston Churchill, one of the most iconic and influential figures in history,
left an indelible mark on the world. As Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom during World War II,...
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